
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 3 October, 2007

Between 7.05pm and  8.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Apologies
John Hartshorne Chairman Cllr. John Riddle
Val Corbett Vice Chairman
Ron Holden
Harry Scott Absent
Sarah Robson
Clive Emerson

In attendance Copy to
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk
David Turnbull
Cllr. Brian Corbett From 7.25pm

2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The meetings of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were agreed as a true record.

3. Matters arising

a) item 3a: Public seating in the village:  Harry Scott said the Memorial Hall committee would paint the 
two seats located at the Hall.  Mr. Hartshorne said he would purchase paint sufficient for all the 
public seats in the village. 

IT WAS AGREED that Ron Holden and the Clerk would prepare a needs assessment of the 
work required and ask Keith Robson to quote for the work.

b) item 3c: Otterburn Hall: Mrs. Corbett had no new information to report. The Footpath Officer at 
Northumberland County Council(NCC) was waiting for a response from the Angel Group’s 
solicitors.  Further discussion would be possible when all the information was available which, 
in turn, might lead to an appeal from one side or the other.  Following a query regarding 
Otterburn Hall from Sgt. Laidler, Northumbria Police, Bellingham, Mr. Hartshorne had taken 
the opportunity to discuss the matter generally and bring him up-to-date.  Mr. Hartshorne had 
also asked Cllr. Riddle to raise the matter with the Northumberland National Park Authority 
(NNPA). 

c) item 3f: Interactive Speed Sign: Mr. Hartshorne reported that discussions had moved forward with 
Corsenside Parish Council.  He was pleased to report that Cllr. Riddle had offered to pay for the 
Speed Sign from his community fund.  It would also be possible to switch the speed limit from 
30mph to 40mph to meet the requirements of Ridsdale, West Woodburn and Otterburn.

IT WAS AGREED to write to Cllr. Riddle to thank him for paying for the Speed Sign.

d) item 4b: RTC Sports Centre: IT WAS AGREED to invite representatives of the RTC to the 
November meeting of the Parish Council, thereby providing and opportunity for the Centre to 
tell the Parish Council how it would use the grant awarded.
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e) item 7b:  Bulbs: Planting Rota: IT WAS AGREED 1) that the bulbs would be planted on verges on 
the eastern and western approaches to the village, around the PC Joe Carroll memorial seat and 
on the Millennium green and 2) the John Hartshorne, Sarah Robson, Ron Holden and the Clerk 
would make themselves available to plant the bulbs.

f) item 7d:  Northumberland Association of Local Councils AGM on 27 October, 2007: IT WAS AGREED 
that Val Corbett would attend this meeting and not the Clerk has previously agreed.

g) item 8a: Bus Shelter: John Hartshorne reported that this matter has now been concluded but it 
would not be possible to transfer responsibility for the service charge to NCC until the final 
invoices had been paid.  

IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would contact NPower to request final invoices.

h) item 8b: Road Markings at Snaith’s Garage: The Clerk reported that the Design Traffic section at 
NCC had promised to undertake this work within two months.  

4. Finance

a) Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£122.50) and expenses (£6.96) was 
AGREED.

b) Accounts: The Clerk reported that she had computerised the Parish Council accounts in such a 
way as to provide ongoing management reports for the Chairman and Vice Chairman and 
occasional reports for members.

5. Planning

a) Public Rights of Way: Bridleway’s 6 and 2. Otterburn: A proposed diversion of these Rights of Way at 
Smoutel Ford on the River Rede had, because an objection, been referred to the Secretary of 
State and would be considered at a Public Enquiry in 2008.  NCC sought information to present 
to the Public Enquiry and had asked the Parish Councils in Otterburn, Elsdon and Corsenside 
for their assistance. 

IT WAS AGREED to ask Ian Hedley and Margaret Murray for information which might assist NCC.

b) Alteration of Electricity Lines at Otterburn Hall: the NNPA sought the agreement of the Parish 
Council in respect of the alteration of electricity lines at Otterburn Hall and Otterburn Hall 
Farm.  The alteration required replacing open wire conductors with aerial bunched conductors. 
IT WAS AGREED without objection.

6.  New business

a) Public appeal for volunteers to help install public seating and build path to Otterburn Mill:   IT WAS 
AGREED that the Clerk should include this matter in her next Hexham Courant notes.

7. Any other business

a) Clothes Bank at Otterburn Memorial Hall: Tynedale Council Environmental Services, on behalf of 
Scope, had requested to place a clothes bank at Otterburn Memorial Hall.  The Clerk reported 
that the Memorial Hall Committee were not in favour of the proposal, believing it would deter 
people giving to the regular Great North Air Ambulance appeals.  The Parish Council believed 
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a clothes bank might also be a fire risk.  IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk advise Tynedale 
Council accordingly.

b) Fuel Poverty Training: Correspondence had been received and the contents were conveyed to 
members for their information.

c) Alnwick Community Development Trust: Correspondence had been received regarding Grantfinder, 
a software package designed to help organisations find grants, and this was conveyed to 
members for their information.

d) Milecastle Housing Newsletter: Correspondence had been received and the contents were conveyed 
to members for their information.

e) Munro’s Buses: Members expressed concern that Munro’s bus had been full and passengers had 
been left behind on a number of recent occasions.   IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk contact 
the bus company and ask them to provide a bigger bus, particularly during school holidays.

f) Youth Club: David Turnbull hoped that it would be possible to reopen the youth club if funding 
could was available.  It was suggested that the youth club should also provide for 13-19 year 
olds.  IT WAS AGREED that Val Corbett would help with funding applications.

8. Date, time and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 7 November, 2007 at 
Otterburn Memorial Hall.
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